
Whether you’re deciding if strip-till is right for your farm operation or looking  
for ways to improve your current system, an abundance of valuable field-proven 

techniques & new connections awaits you at the 13th annual
National Strip-Tillage Conference, Aug. 6-7, 2026, in Springfield, Ill.

World-Class Strip-Till Learning

Register Today at StripTillConference.com

2 DAYS  
OF VALUABLE 
NETWORKING

6 GENERAL 
SESSIONS YOU 
MUST ATTEND

13 THOUGHT-
PROVOKING 

CLASSROOMS

14  IDEA 
GENERATING 

ROUNDTABLES

“The investment 
of my time & 

money to be here 
is well worth it & 
well spent for the 

educational return 
I’ve gotten...”

— Gary Gangwer 
Lafayette, Ind.

STRIP-TILLAGE
��������

����������
August 6-7, 2026

Springfield, Ill.

30+ PRACTICAL  LEARNING SESSIONSFROM 11 STATES!
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AVAILABLE NOW!

Passive Implement Steering

agleader.com
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Learn the Best Tips, Ideas & Techniques
From Strip-Till Experts & Your Farming Peers

The 13th annual National Strip-Tillage Conference offers 30+ cutting-edge, money-making  
sessions over 2 days, delivering insightful learning & unrivaled networking with the best minds in strip-till.

Impactful Learning & Networking!
August 6-7, 2026 • Springfield, Ill.

The 2026 National Strip-Tillage Conference will be held at the Bank of Springfield Center (Convention Center Plaza #1, Springfield, IL 62701). 
To learn more about the area’s largest convention and event center, visit TheBOSCenter.com.

Get an Early Start on Strip-Till Learning! 
Pre-Conference ‘In the Field’ Workshop!

LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE! RESERVE YOURS TODAY! 
(Additional $99 to attend. Available to registered conference attendees only.)

Get a head start on the action with an exclusive pre-conference, limited-seating workshop 
hosted by ForGround by Bayer at the Bayer Crop Science Research Farm in New Berlin, Ill., 
just a short drive from Springfield! You’ll get a hands-on look at the cutting-edge tools and 
practices shaping the future of strip-till and regenerative agriculture.

Rotate through 4 stations covering long-term strip-till, no-till and cover crop trials, the 
latest FieldView innovations, key insights on carbon programs and the Preceon Smart Corn System.

During this practical, in-field learning experience, you’ll see real-world performance from hybrid plots, uncover 
digital tools to sharpen in-season decision making, compare side-by-side conservation systems and much more.

After a day of learning in the field, join your fellow pre-conference attendees for dinner on site!

COMPLETE COVERAGE
An outstanding lineup of 20+ innovative  
strip-till farmers, educators, researchers  
& equipment experts …

	✔ A chance to learn from the leading  
strip-tillers across the country

	✔ Time-tested techniques to expand  
your income amid rising costs

	✔ Advice, ideas & networking for  
veterans & newcomers to the practice

	✔ The most comprehensive agenda on  
strip-till farming found anywhere

	✔ Fully guaranteed to deliver actionable  
strip-tilling ideas & strategies

	✔ The one “must-attend” national event for growers  
serious about optimizing their strip-till system

COMPLETE FOCUS
In-depth coverage  
of all aspects related to  
successful strip-till …

	✔ Managing corn residue
	✔ N, P & K fertility strategies
	✔ Improving soil biology
	✔ Cover-cropping 
	✔ Precision technology payoffs
	✔ Water quality & management 
strategies

	✔ Latest research/trials
	✔ Top equipment setup tips
	✔ Soil testing techniques
	✔ Strip-till weed control

COMPLETE IMMERSION
A proven & practical “think tank” for  
success-minded strip-tillers, planned 
by strip-tillers seeking the best income-
expanding strategies & guidance …

	✔ 6 thought-provoking general sessions
	✔ 13 expert-led classrooms on  
specific topics

	✔ 14 interactive farmer-to-farmer roundtables
	✔ Pre-Conference Workshop, meals & 
networking events 

	✔ Certified Crop Adviser (CCA) continuing 
education credits

	✔ 5 high-impact attendee bonuses to further 
build your knowledge … AND MORE!

NEW!  
WEDNESDAY, 

AUG. 5
2-5 p.m.

Made possible with 
the support of:



STRIP-TILLAGE
��������

����������
August 6-7, 2026

Springfield, Ill.

4 Register today at 866-839-8455 or 262-432-0388Register today at 866-839-8455 or 262-432-0388  •  StripTillConference.com

Simple.
Affordable. 

And...it just works.

www.dawnequipment.com

Proudly Made in USA

PERFORMANCE YOU EXPECT

1-2h_Dawn_NSTC_2026.indd   21-2h_Dawn_NSTC_2026.indd   2 2/27/26   11:35 AM2/27/26   11:35 AM

©2026 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and 
many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

INTRODUCING THE NEW NUTRI-TILLER 1000 SERIES.

https://www.striptillfarmer.com/nstc
https://www.caseih.com/en-us/unitedstates/products/tillage/nutri-tiller-1000
https://www.dawnequipment.com/
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Thursday, August 6, 2026

8:30 a.m. 2026 National Strip-Tillage Conference  
Official Kickoff

Kickoff Presentation: Feeding & Weeding 
Your Strip-Tilled Crops 

As input costs rise, it’s more important than ever to efficiently fertilize your 
crops and reduce weed competition. In this dynamic kickoff presentation, 
Brian Hefty, who’s been strip-tilling for over 20 years on his 4,000-acre farm 
near Baltic, S.D., explores how to fine-tune your nutrient management and crop 
protection plans with a comprehensive breakdown of soil tests, fertilizer rates/
placement, herbicides and spray timing/application. 

“The goal is to have you walk away never thinking of fertility and weed 
control the same again,” says Hefty, the longtime co-host of Ag PhD Radio and 
TV, the industry’s leading agronomy shows. 

You’ll Learn: How to pick the right fertilizers & herbicides for your strip-till 
operation. 

General Session: My Strip-Till Journey:  
Lessons Learned from the Field & the Mind

After more than 30 years in strip-till, Dean Sponheim has seen the wins, 
setbacks and hard lessons learned that only time can teach. In this candid ses-
sion, the 4th-generation farmer from Osage, Iowa, reveals what worked, what 
didn’t and the key adjustments that moved the needle on yield, soil health and 

efficiency during his 3-decade strip-till journey. 
Sponheim also taps into his passion for help-

ing farmers navigate the psychological barriers 
of implementing change. He shares strategies for 
dealing with the feelings of being overwhelmed 
that hold some strip-tillers back from making key 
improvements. “No matter where you are in the 
process, there’s always room for improvement and change,” Sponheim says.

You’ll Learn: Practical strategies for improving your strip-till system  
& building confidence in your decision making. 

CHOOSE FROM 4 HIGH-POWERED STRIP-TILL CLASSROOMS 
Dig deeper into topical and timely strip-till trends with these smaller-group presentations.  

Bring your specific questions and others from your farm team to take full advantage of multiple  
learning opportunities from these highly informative, concurrent classrooms. 

Classroom #1: Tips & Tricks to Get  
the Most Out of Your Strip-Till Equipment

Learn from one of the top equipment experts in the strip-till world! Low 
Point, Ill., strip-tiller Todd Mooberry made headlines several years ago with 
his invention of the strip freshener, which is used to “freshen” strips in the 
spring before planting. Since then, the game-changing innovation has become 
a mainstay in the toolbox of many strip-tillers. 

In this equipment-focused session, Mooberry covers the ins and outs of 
strip fresheners and also dives into the intricacies of coulters, shanks and 
knives to determine which setup is best for your operation. He also details why 
farmers don’t need a “high-dollar setup” to get started with strip-till. 

You’ll Learn: Valuable, unbiased insights from one of the leading experts 
on strip-till equipment, whether or not a strip freshener makes sense for your 
farm & strategies for building better berms & minimizing erosion. 

Classroom #2: Maximizing Yield, Profit  
& Soil Health: An Agronomist’s Take  
on Having Your Cake & Eating It Too

Joe Ailts, an independent agronomist and farmer from Deer Park, Wis., 
believes the best agronomic decisions come from understanding your 
specific fields, goals and constraints. “That’s why I emphasize on-farm 
research to test practices and products on your farm, under your condi-
tions, to find what truly works for you,” he says.

Ailts unpacks 7 years’ worth of research data to show how farmers can 

Co-Sponsored by:

Yetterco.com

ZimmermanMfg.com

VulcanEquip.com

Unverferth.com

CaseIH.com/en-us/unitedstates

AgSynergy.com

Kuhn-USA.com/crop/tillage-tools/strip-till

LandLuvr.net

LynxAg.com

Huma.us

SoilWarrior.com

BayerForGround.com

AgLeader.com

DawnEquipment.com

Nutrien-ekonomics.com

TotalFarmMarketing.com

Brian Hefty 
Baltic, S.D.

Dean Sponheim 
Osage, Iowa

Todd Mooberry 
Low Point, Ill.

Joe Ailts 
Deer Park, Wis.

“As a new  
strip-tiller these 

sessions are 
invaluable!”
— Rodney Necker 

Sumner, Iowa

https://www.striptillfarmer.com/nstc
https://www.yetterco.com/
zimmermanmfg.com
https://www.vulcanequip.com/
unverferth.com
https://www.caseih.com/en-us/unitedstates
agsynergy.com
kuhn-usa.com/crop/tillage-tools/strip-till
https://www.soilwarrior.com/
agleader.com
dawnequipment.com
http://dawnequipment.com/


YOUR SOIL.
YOUR SEASON.
YOUR SYSTEM.

soilwarrior.com/build-your-own

Build the SoilWarrior system that works for you today.

http://soilwarrior.com/
https://lp.bayerforground.com/us-soil-talks?utm_campaign=fy26_2026_bcp_launch&utm_source=nstc&utm_medium=nstc_event&utm_content=nstc_digital_program
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boost yields and profits while elevating their soil health. He explores the 
correlation between early planted, early maturing soybeans, increased 
harvest time and better cover crop establishment. He also dives into the 
impacts of cover crop nutrient sequestration, nitrogen application rates, 
why mycorrhizal fungi are a universal silver bullet and much more! 

You’ll Learn: Why early planted soybeans remain a winning strategy, 
the nutrient sequestration powers of cover crops, ways to dial in efficient 
nitrogen application rates & why mycorrhizal fungi might be the most 
important species on the planet.

Classroom #3: Finding 
The Ticket to Conserva-
tion Gold with Strip-Till 
& Cover Crops

The combination of strip-till and strate-
gically managed cover crops is your ticket 
to conservation gold, says Joe Curless. 
The longtime strip-tiller, who also runs 
an aerial application business in west 
central Illinois, takes an unfiltered look at 
his cover crop journey from 2008 to today, 
sharing the eye-openers, failures and 
breakthroughs he’s seen along the way. 

From aerially applying clover mixes into standing corn and soybeans 
in late summer to converting a planter into a strip freshener, Curless 
shows how thoughtful integration of strip-till and covers 
can protect soil, anchor nutrients, reduce erosion and 
improve soil biology. 

You’ll Learn: How to incorporate diverse cover crop 
mixes with strip-till, termination strategies for dry & wet 
conditions, advantages of aerial applications & how to pivot 
when things don’t go as planned. 

Classroom #4: Capturing Strip-
Till Success on Challenging Soils

Wes Arseneau, a young farmer from Iroquois County, 
Ill., convinced his dad and late grandfather that strip-till 
— not conventional tillage — was the way to go after a 
frustratingly wet 2018 spring. He bought an 8-row toolbar 
at a local auction and hasn’t looked back, expanding his 
strip-till acreage every year since. 

“I was conditioned to believe you couldn’t 
strip-till unless you had good drainage,” he 
says. “Everyone told me that. I went along with 
it for a long time until I learned you don’t have 
to have the perfect soils to make strip-till work. 
In our experience, it works even better in the 
marginal stuff.” Arseneau dives into how strip-
till and cover crops improve drainage and 
the chain effect both have on yields, nutrient 
uptake and soil health. 

You’ll Learn: How to get started with strip-
till & make the system work on stubborn soils.

Networking Lunch (included)
Refuel, reflect, relax and reconnect with peers and friends from past 

years, and make new connections with like-minded strip-tillers. 

Strip-Till Innovator Award 
Presentation: Putting 
Strip-Till to the Test with 
Only 7 Inches of Rain!  

Robert Boyle, the recipient of the 2026 
Strip-Till Innovator Award, deals with drought 
conditions every year in Coolidge, Ariz. His 1,200-
acre corn, cotton, alfalfa and dairy operation 

only gets about 7 inches of rain — if 
he’s lucky — and often it all comes 
over the course of 2-3 storms. Boyle 
tackles the challenge head on by 
embracing a strip-till mindset for 
everything he does, including water man-
agement. 

Learn from one of the nation’s lead-
ing strip-tillers, as he details his unique 
approach to strip-tilling in extremely 
dry conditions. Boyle also discusses his 
usage of diverse cover crop mixes 
to preserve soil structure and water, 
twin rows and cutting-edge technol-
ogy like an autonomous irrigation 
and nutrient application machine.

You’ll Learn: Strategies for incorporating cover crops with 
strip-till, the benefits of twin-row strip-till & how to improve water effi-
ciency in adverse conditions.

General Session:  
Fixing the Leaks in  
Your Strip-Till Nutrient 
Management Plan 

The strip-till dream team of Chris Perkins, 
2024 Strip-Till Innovator and Best Speaker 
Award recipient, and Chris Kasten, soil test 
data analyst and co-founder of Agrimodis, 
share how they’re rethinking the traditional 
approach to strip-till nutrient management 
and plant testing. Perkins and Kasten detail a 
cutting-edge, data-driven approach that ana-
lyzes nutrient quantities, not concentrations, 
to pinpoint excessive and deficient nutrients 
in your crops. Perkins and Kasten also discuss 
the importance of nutrient balance and the 
crucial relationship between plant density, 
weight and nutrient removal.

You’ll Learn: New plant testing methods, 
how to estimate yield potential as early as V8 
& fine-tune your strip-till fertility plan to maxi-
mize efficiency.

Reserve Your Room at the President Abraham  
Lincoln Springfield DoubleTree Hotel

The President Abraham Lincoln Springfield DoubleTree Hotel  
— conveniently located next to the Bank of Springfield Center 
where NSTC sessions will be held — serves as the host hotel 
for the 13th annual National Strip-Tillage Conference. This hotel 
offers modern comfort just steps from the city’s most historic 
attractions. Guests can explore the rich legacy of our 16th pres-
ident at the nearby Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and 
Museum and the Old State Capitol State Historic Site. Enjoy a 
variety of local restaurants, pubs and shops all within walking 
distance, making it easy to experience the best of Springfield 
during your stay.

Book your room(s) at the special attendee rate of $164 per 
night by calling (217) 544-8800 and mention Block Code LMST, or 
visit StripTillFarmer.com/NSTC-Hotel. Hotel room cut-off is July 19, 
2026, or until allocated rooms are sold out, so call today!

Sponsored by:

Joe Curless 
Astoria, Ill.

Chris Perkins 
Otwell, Ind.

Chris Kasten 
Benton, Mo. 

Wes Arseneau 
Iroquois County, Ill.

Robert Boyle 
Coolidge, Ariz.

“Of all the farm 
events I go to, 
I get the most 
bang for my 
buck coming 

to the National 
Strip-Till 

Conference.”
— Robert Boyle, 
Coolidge, Ariz.

Register today at 866-839-8455 or 262-432-0388



GLADIATOR® 1210    Strip-Till
10' - 40' working widths

INVEST IN QUALITY®

www.kuhn.com

LIQUID SOLUTIONS, SOLID ANSWERS

ST-PRO™ II row units create 
a uniform strip for planting 

Liqui-PRO™ turnkey, high-
capacity liquid fertilizer system

Multiple configurations, mounted 
& pull-type machines available

Montag System with single or 
double product tanks available

Visit our website to locate a dealer near you!

https://go.huma.us/NSTC26
https://www.kuhn-usa.com/crop/tillage-tools/strip-till
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5 MORE STRIP-TILL CLASSROOMS
Select 1 of 5 more strip-till classrooms for intimate, specialized learn-

ing. Bring others from your farm to divide and conquer as you broaden 
your knowledge — and contacts — with these strip-till experts.

Classroom #5: Strip-Till vs. No-Till:  
The Best of Both Worlds 

Strip-till and no-till complement each other well on Dean Sponheim’s 
farm. But both systems have their own benefits and drawbacks, he con-
cludes after experimenting with a hybrid no-till/strip-till approach with 
cover crops for almost a decade in Osage, Iowa. Sponheim explains what 
strip-tillers should know about no-till — and vice versa — and compares 
how the two systems stack up. He also details the custom-built equip-
ment that’s making strip-till and no-till easier to pull off in his operation. 

You’ll Learn: How no-till & strip-till can be used in harmony & how to 
evaluate which system fits your soils, crop rotation & management style. 

Classroom #6:  
Bin-Busting Tips from 
Strip-Till Yield Champs 

The current world records for corn 
(Dave Hula, 623 bushels) and soybean 
(Alex Harrell, 218 bushels) yields were 
both achieved with strip-till. Chasing 
monster yields isn’t always the name of 
the game, but there are valuable lessons 
to be learned from championship-winning 
plots. In this session, Mark Schleisman 
(317 bushels, Lake City, Iowa), Troy Uphoff 
(346 bushels, Findlay, Ill.) and a panel of 
other NCGA Yield Contest-winning strip-
tillers share the key takeaways from high 
yield plots that changed the way they 
manage the rest of their acres. From nutri-
ent placement and residue management 
to hybrid selection, timing and technol-
ogy, these strip-till yield champs discuss 

what’s working on their road 
to 300 bushels. 

You’ll Learn: Actionable 
ideas & proven methods for 
breaking the 300-bushel barrier 
with strip-tilled corn. 

Classroom #7: Building a Balanced 
Plate at the Strip-Till Buffet 

It ’s hard not to be a “more-on” at an all you can eat 
buffet, and put more on your plate than your stomach can 
handle. If you fill up on prime rib and pasta, you won’t have 
enough room for vegetables and fruit. The same goes for 
the living plant, as some strip-tillers make the mistake of 

overapplying nutrients instead of balancing nutrition, says Brian Her-
bek, who strip-tills 100% of his 1,900 acres in Deweese, Neb. 

The fifth-generation farmer shares fertility tips for feeding plants the 
right diet, explains how to increase nutrient use efficiency and clears 
up common misconceptions about strip-till nutrient management. He 
also highlights a new breakthrough that’s allowing him to reduce his 
nitrogen usage by 50%. 

You’ll Learn: How to improve profitability by becoming more 
efficient with strip-till inputs, the positive & negative interactions 
between different nutrients, micronutrient insights & how pH levels 
affect availability. 

Register today at 866-839-8455 or 262-432-0388  •  StripTillConference.com

When it comes to nutrient management, Deweese, Neb., strip-
tiller Brian Herbek lives by the 4R philosophy.

As a fifth-generation farmer on a dryland and irrigated 1,900-
acre corn and soybean operation, he’s focused on slowly evolv-
ing his practices over the years to become more efficient. After 
trying ridge-till, conventional tillage and no-till, he eventually 
hit on strip-till in 2009 and hasn’t looked back. Herbek shares 
some nutrient management tips that help increase his overall 
strip-till efficiency.

1 Soil Sample Often
To ensure efficient use of fertilizer and nutrients, it ’s best 

to understand what’s happening in the soil itself. Herbek is a 
firm believer in developing an extensive sampling protocol. 

“We’re sampling in multiple places in the field,” he says. “To 
get our consistency, we sample 4 inches off the growing plant 
when we’re doing the in-season sampling. During post-harvest 
sampling, we’re going in where we’re going to plant next year ’s 
crop. We’ve got to know what’s going on in each field and then 
what’s going on with each zone in that field.” 

2 Spoon Feed Crops
Herbek has unlocked efficiencies by splitting nutrient 

applications. Each application is variable rated, based on soil 
samples pulled for each “zone,” he says. To start, he does a fall 
and spring strip-till pass with his dual coulter 12-row Environ-
mental Tillage Systems SoilWarrior. In the spring, Herbek fresh-
ens his strips while putting out his base rate of N.

The timing for this is also important, because he doesn’t run 
any extra N through his planter. Instead of applying starter fertil-
izer, Herbek says he recently installed liquid fertilizer tanks on his 
strip-till rig to dribble pop-up fertilizer and a micronutrient pack-
age while he’s freshening the strip in the spring. From there, he 
sidedresses N as needed throughout the growing season.

3 Mind the Micros
Herbek says micronutrients have been 

one of his limiting factors according to tissue 
tests and soil samples. Working with his agrono-
mist, he assembled a micronutrient “concoction” 
of mostly boron, molybdenum, manganese, 
copper and zinc to dribble out of his newly 
custom-fabricated and installed liquid tanks on 
the strip-till rig. 

4 Get Deep
With Herbek’s dual coulter system, he’s 

able to put nutrients down about 7-8 inches — but 
the deeper the better, he says. 

“We’re looking into a different set up to get 
the nutrients even deeper in the profile,” says 
Herbek. “Often, it seems farmers are ending up with most of 
their nutrients in the top 3 inches of their soil. We really want to 
get deeper, especially in the dryland acres, so we can get the 
nutrients down to where the roots are actively growing.” 

5 Dial Back N
One way to increase N efficiency is to just apply less of 

it while getting roughly the same results. In some of his most 
productive fields, Herbek says his N use ratio is down to about 0.7 
pounds of N to the bushel. While adopting soil health-conscious 
policies across the farm may have set the stage for this success, 
Herbek says dialing back application rates is worth a try. 

“People are always saying it, but it ’s probably true that most 
of us farmers are overapplying N,” he says. “It ’s important, but it ’s 
not as important as we think it is. What we did recently was take 
some of our N budget and spent that on our micronutrients.” 

5 Efficiency-Enhancing  
Nutrient Management Tips

Mark Schleisman 
Lake City, Iowa

Troy Uphoff 
Findlay, Ill.

Brian Herbek 
Deweese, Neb.

By registering for the National Strip-Tillage Conference online, by phone or by 
mail, you acknowledge that Lessiter Media and its partners and affiliates may 
contact you. You may opt out of these communications at any time. To view  
the Lessiter Media privacy policy, visit striptillfarmer.com/privacy-policy.   
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Classroom #8: A ‘Good 
Sense’ Approach to 
Plant & Soil Nutrition 

Agronomist Brad Hobrock, founder of 
VisionX Ag, thinks outside the box to help 
strip-till legends like Mt. Pulaski, Ill., farmer 
Jeff Martin improve their operations every 
year. In his NSTC debut, Hobrock shares 
his “good sense, true systems approach” to 
plant and soil nutrition by putting nutrient 
roles, application timing and biology in the 
spotlight. He discusses the main drivers 
of plant growth and how to have more 
control over the critical growth periods in plant development.

You’ll Learn: Practical agronomic insights to improve the overall soil 
& plant health in your strip-till system.   

Classroom #9: Strip-Till Product  
Solutions Round 1 

Gain valuable strip-till product and application knowledge in the 
first round of Strip-Till Product Solutions sessions. These rapid-fire pre-
sentations from strip-till’s leading suppliers examine different strip-till 
solutions and how-to tips for applying 
them in your operation.

You’ll Learn: Information about the  
latest strip-till equipment & product  
innovations on the market.

Strip-Till Roundtables
Select from 7 Strip-Till Roundtables 

where you’ll share challenges, solutions 
and field-proven ideas on a specific 
strip-till topic. Send others from your 
team to different sessions to capture even more actionable ideas. 

1.  �Strip-Till Learning Curve: Key Takeaways from First Few Years
2. �Calling All Earthworms: Soil Health Building Strategies
3. �How to Succeed with Strip-Till Corn-on-Corn
4. �Making the Switch to Narrow or Twin-Row Strip-Till 
5. �Biggest Precision Technology Paybacks 
6. �Strip-Till Toolbar Adjustments & Improvements 
7.  �Fertilizer Placement & Timing Strategies for Better  

Strip-Till Outcomes

Dinner (On Your Own)
Savor the flavors of Springfield, where classic comfort meets 

creative cuisine. From legendary horseshoe sandwiches to upscale 
farm-to-table dining, Springfield’s culinary scene offers something 
for every appetite. Stroll through the historic downtown and discover 
cozy cafes, local breweries and beloved diners serving up hearty 
Midwestern favorites. Whether you’re indulging in a gourmet meal 
or grabbing a quick bite, Springfield’s welcoming eateries serve up 
delicious experiences in every corner of the city. 

YOURS FREE!  
5 High-Impact Bonuses  

to Build Your Strip-Till System 

1Strip-Till Farmer: Each registered attendee receives a FREE 1-year 
subscription to Strip-Till Farmer magazine. Mailed quarterly, Strip-Till 

Farmer delivers a mix of actionable content used on a successful farm, 
plus management topics and trending tips in strip tillage.

2 No-Till Farmer & Conservation Tillage Guide: Each registered 
attendee receives a FREE 1-year subscription to the 24-page No-Till 

Farmer newsletter, including 4 editions of the info-packed Conservation 
Tillage Guide quarterly magazine.

3 Farm Innovations for Today’s Top Farm Operator: This 
37th annual pictorial new product guide alerts you of the latest 

products supplied by more than 100 independent suppliers.

4 2026 No-Till & Strip-Till Benchmark Reports: Gain new 
insights about how a farmer’s management practices change 

when strip-till or no-till is the primary form of tillage used. This report 
provides you with a benchmark to measure your own operation 
against and shares insights on how to improve your own efficiency 
with some of these practices.

5 Managing Your ROI with Biologicals: This 16-page special 
report features what farmers biggest challenges are with 

adopting or using ag biologicals and real-life results, key takeaways for 
biological testing success, a breakdown of 8 categories of biological 
products to help inform your decisions and more!

National Strip-Tillage Conference attendees may earn Continuing  
Education Credits through the American Society 
of Agronomy and Soil Science Society of America. 
Earn Certified Crop Adviser credits in the areas of:

• Nutrient Management
• Soil & Water Management
• Crop Management
• Precision Ag

Visit StripTillConference.com for updates 
on which sessions you can attend to earn 
Continuing Education Credits.

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN 

Pending Approval

Brad Hobrock 
Beardstown, Ill.

“This conference 
really opened 

my mind to other 
techniques.”

— Kim Melton, 
Breckenridge, Minn.

Register today at 866-839-8455 or 262-432-0388  •  StripTillConference.com
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Or call (800) 334-9779 or visit
www.TotalFarmMarketing.com

Innovative in the Field.
Strategic in the Market.
Bring the same discipline and forward
thinking from your strip-till operation
to your marketing.

Visit our booth to see how the same progressive mindset you bring to
farming can extend to your grain marketing and risk management strategy.

Strip-till farmers know success comes from discipline, consistency, and a willingness to think differently.

At Total Farm Marketing, we bring that same mindset to grain marketing—combining research, data, and AI technology to
reduce bias and support confident, well-structured decisions. For over 40 years, we’ve worked alongside farmers who
value progress in the field and demand the same level of precision in the marketplace. Connect with Total Farm Marketing
to explore practical ways to simplify and strengthen your grain marketing approach.

Ask An 
Agronomist

ROI Tools & 
Calculators

Crop Guides

Agronomic 
News & Research

Agronomic 
ToolkitsThe Dirt 

PodKast

Education 
Center

©2026 Nutrien Ltd.; EKONOMICS logos and designs are registered trademarks owned by Nutrien Ltd.

nutrien-ekonomics.com

https://nutrien-ekonomics.com/?utm_source=strip_till_farmer_&utm_medium=half_page_ad&utm_campaign=ekonomics_-_awareness/engagement&utm_content=ekon_awareness&utm_term=us_key_states

https://www.totalfarmmarketing.com/?utmCampaign=nntc&utmMedium=program&utmSource=nstc26&utmterm=2026&utmcontent=pdf


7 A.M. Networking Breakfast (included) 

Premier Lecture Series: 
Innovative Strip-Till 
Strategies to Boost  
the Bottom Line

Longtime strip-tiller and no-tiller 
Marion Calmer returns to the NSTC 
stage to share the latest discoveries 
from his independent on-farm research 
in Alpha, Ill. The 4-time Lessiter Media 
Speaker of the Year and No-Till Legend 
details his 10-10-10 System for strip-
till and cover crops. Calmer aims to 
supercharge yields with the best of 
both worlds by combining 10 inches of cover crops with 10 inches of 
strip-tilled corn and 10 more inches of cover crops.

Plus, Calmer combs through soil test 
data to determine the correct depth for P 
and K placement. He also discusses the 
keys to chopping and spreading residue 
evenly ahead of fall strip-till and cover 
crop seeding.

You’ll Learn: How to boost soil health 
with strip-till & cover crops, how to 
determine the correct placement of P & K, 
the importance of a residue-free strip & 
spring strip-freshening tips.

7 More Sensational 
Roundtables

8. �Residue Management Tips & Tricks
9. �Dialing in Strip-Till for Soybeans 
10. �Managing Manure Applications:  

Do’s & Don’ts 
11. �Fall vs. Spring Strip-Till: Benefits, Challenges & Results
12. �Tactics & Tools for Strip-Till Weed Management
13. �Making Cover Crops Pay with Strip-Till 
14. �Strip-Till Strategies for Higher Corn Yields 

4 MORE STRIP-TILL CLASSROOMS

Classroom #10:  
Next-Gen Strip-Till with 
Robots in the Rows

Get a glimpse into the future of 
farming with Clint Brauer, Greenfield 
Robotics co-founder and head of innova-
tion. The third-generation farmer and 
technologist from Cheney, Kan., made it 
his mission to find a safer, chemical-free 
solution for weed control through auton-
omous robots after his father developed 
Parkinson’s following years of using toxic 
chemicals on his farm. 

Brauer explains how robots, which can also microspray nutrients, 
achieve this mission by working in harmony with strip-till and cover 
crops to create the ideal conservation system. He also details how 
bots are being deployed on farms in 11 states and shares his outlook 
for the future of technology and autonomy in strip-till. 

You’ll Learn: How cutting-edge autonomous technology can ele-
vate weed & nutrient management in strip-till & cover crop systems. 

Classroom #11:  
Knowing Your Strip-
Tilled Soils: New Ways 
to Interpret Soil Health

Advancements in soil health testing 
are giving strip-tillers a better under-
standing of what’s going on beneath the 
surface. Kristen Veum, research soil 
scientist with the USDA’s Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS) in Columbia, Mo., 
digs into recent progress in test measure-
ments and interpretation tools designed 
to help farmers track soil health over time and set practical improvement 
goals. Veum also updates attendees on the nationwide on-farm research 
initiative, Probing Our Country’s Soil Health, for a look at how the project 
is making soil health tests more consistent and useful across different 
regions and systems.

You’ll Learn: How to get an accurate read on your soil health with 
new tests & benchmarking tools & the public-private partnerships work-
ing to standardize soil health tests for better interpretation.

Classroom #12:  
A 5-Year Plan for  
Implementing Strip-Till 
& Proving It Works

Encouraged by his daughters to 
focus more on soil health, Harmon 
Wilts eventually identified strip-till as 
a system that could potentially achieve 
his goal of keeping the family farm 
economically and environmentally 
sustainable for future generations. But 
first, he had to make sure it would work 

We’ve written about hundreds of strip-till operations since the 1980s 
within the pages of No-Till Farmer and Conservation Till-
age Guide. And we’ve increased our coverage of 
this innovative conservation-tillage practice 
the past 14 years with the StripTillFarmer.com 
website, Strip-Till Strategies’ daily and week-
ly e-newsletters, podcasts, webinars and the 
Strip-Till Farmer quarterly print edition – all 
practices involving strip-till.

Following the unique and proven learn-
ing format fine-tuned through 34 years of 
the National No-Tillage Conference, we’re con-
fident this special 13th gathering of an intensive, 
information-filled conference on strip-tillage will 
prepare you with dozens of ideas to immediately 
incorporate into your strip-till operation.

If — after attending the 2026 National Strip-Tillage Conference 
in Springfield, Ill. — you don’t agree this one-of-a-kind event was 
everything we promised, write to us, and we’ll send you a full 100% 
refund. Take up to 6 months to decide so that you can measure the 
ROI from this unique learning experience.

See You in Springfield!

100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Friday, August 7, 2026

“We are new 
to strip-till. 

We came here 
with many 

questions and 
got them all 
answered!”

Austin Hillestad 
Volga, S.D.

Marion Calmer 
Alpha, Ill.

Kristen Veum 
Columbia, Mo.

Harmon Wilts 
Kerkhoven, Minn.

Clint Brauer 
Cheney, Kan.

Founder Frank 
Lessiter (l) and 

President  
Mike Lessiter (r)

Register today at 866-839-8455 or 262-432-0388  •  StripTillConference.com
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STRIP-TILLAGE

See your nearest Orthman tillage dealer or visit 
orthmanequip.com today for more information.

SCAN QR CODE >

It’s a strip-tillage tool with the widest range of sizes and row spacings 
and has a long-standing reputation of performing ideal seedbed 
preparation, optimal root zone conditioning and precision nutrient 
placement in a single pass.

CAST IRON
ROW UNIT

AUTO-RESET
LINKAGE

PARALLEL
LINKAGE

ROLLING 
BASKET

POSITIVE DEPTH 
WAVY COULTERS

PRECISION 
TILLAGE SHANK

RIGID OR ADJUSTABLE 
ROW CLEANER

WHY IS THE
A TOUGH ACT TO FOLLOW?

DEPTH BAND 
COULTER

KALIDA, OH / unverferth.com

https://www.orthmanequip.com/
http://vulcanequip.com/
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on his heavy, hard black soils in Kerkhoven, Minn.
Wilts launched a multi-year plan in 2019 to try strip-till 

on different fields and crops while running side-by-side 
comparisons with conventional tillage to ensure the numbers 
penciled out. Today, Wilts strip-tills nearly all his corn, 
soybean and sugar beet acres in 22-inch rows, while also 
raising beef cattle. In this session, he shares key takeaways 
from recent trials, details how he manages corn-on-corn 
acres with multiple fall strip-till passes and discusses the 
overall experience of adopting strip-till in a cold climate.

You’ll Learn: How strip-till compares to conventional 
tillage & strategies for testing the economic impact of strip-till 
in your operation. 

Classroom #13: Strip-Till Product  
Solutions Round 2

Gain valuable strip-till product and application 
knowledge in the second round of Strip-Till Product 
Solutions sessions. These rapid-fire presentations from 
strip-till’s leading suppliers examine different strip-till 
solutions and how-to tips for applying them in your 
operation.

You’ll Learn: Information about the latest strip-till 
equipment & product innovations on the market. 

“I saw a lot of innovative 
people generous with 

the information they had 
to share. This is how 
progress is made!”

— Robert Paarlberg 
Wellesley Hills, Mass.

Donn Branton
LeRoy, N.Y.

Chad Branton 
LeRoy, N.Y.

Anniversary Lecture:  
Rebuilding a Conservation-
Minded Fertility Program

Constantly evaluating the form, rates and 
placement of nutrients can make the difference 
between profitability and not farming at all. This 
is a philosophy that strip-tiller Donn Branton and 
his son, Chad Branton, subscribe to on their 2,000-
acre operation in LeRoy, N.Y. Ten years ago at NSTC, 
Donn turned heads with results from his on-farm 
nutrient management experiments and details of his 
conservation-minded fertility program, which included 
deep placement of fertilizer and multiple nitrogen 
applications contributing to a 40-bushel boost. 

In this year’s Anniversary Lecture, the Brantons return 
to the general session stage to discuss how  
their strip-till system has evolved significantly and  
the big changes they’ve made to their fertility  
program since 2016. 

You’ll Learn: How to boost soil health & yields 
with precise fertilizer placement, intensive soil 
sampling & cover crops. 

12:30 p.m. Conference Adjourns

96.3% OF PAST ATTENDEES RECOMMEND ATTENDING NSTC! RESERVE YOUR  SPOT TODAY!

REGISTER TODAY & SAVE UP TO $120!
Rates increase 6/1/26

100% Guarantee! 
Learn more at StripTillConference.com

REGISTERING  
A GROUP?

To register 5+ attendees, contact Luke Weigel at  
lweigel@lessitermedia.com or 262-777-2424 for discounted rates.

Scan QR Code to 
Register or Visit 

StripTillConference.com

Register by Phone
866-839-8455 or  

262-432-0388

https://www.striptillfarmer.com/nstc
https://www.striptillfarmer.com/nstc
mailto:lweigel%40lessitermedia.com?subject=Strip-Till%20Group%20Rate
https://www.striptillfarmer.com/nstc
https://www.striptillfarmer.com/nstc
https://www.striptillfarmer.com/nstc
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2984 STRIP FRESHENER CC
Low HP Strip-Till at Up to 10 MPH

Adjustable air 
pressure for 
fl oating row 

cleaner

Optional liquid or dry 
fertilizer placement

Adjustable 
air pressure 
on rolling 

basket

Adjust depth in 
1/4" increments

Parallel linkage 
for individual 
row-by-row 

performance

Three blades mix soil 
for ideal seedbed

Rolling 
basket 

conditions 
strip for 

consistent 
seedbed

CC monitor

Create new strips  
in the fall/spring  

OR  
freshen existing 

strips in the spring

YETTERCO.COM  
800.447.5777 | COLCHESTER, IL

Build a System  
to Fit Your Needs

DuraPlacer Toolbar Setup 
Sizes: 16- or 24-row toolbar 

1,800–2,400 gal. liquid or 9–14 ton dry fertilizer options

Planter Toolbar Setup

3-Point Yetter Toolbar Setup 
Sizes: 15', 20', 30', 40'

Low   
horsepower 
 (10–12 hp   
per row)

https://www.yetterco.com/products/17-striptill-units/362-2984-strip-freshener-cab-control-cc
https://www.zimmermanmfg.com/contourking-strip-till/

